FINAL CALL FOR PAPERS
Nordic Research Network 2015
‘What happens next?’
Scandinavian Studies at the University of Edinburgh is delighted to announce the 4th
Nordic Research Network conference. This two-day multidisciplinary conference on 1819 February 2015 will bring together postgraduate students and early-career researchers
based in the British Isles currently working on research topics relating to the Nordic
region.
We are also proud to confirm that the NRN 2015 keynote speaker will be Dr Mads
Bunch, who is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Scandinavian
Studies and Linguistics at the University of Copenhagen. Mads was previously Lecturer
in Danish at the University of British Columbia in Canada and will bring a unique
transatlantic perspective to proceedings. Mads’ keynote is titled Literature of the North
Atlantic. Faroese and Icelandic Literature in a Scottish Context.
The organising committee invites the submission of abstracts for papers on
Nordic topics, please note the deadline of 17th November 2014.
We welcome proposals from postgraduate students and early-career researchers (with
three years or less of postdoctoral experience) based in the British Isles, for brief
presentations (≤ 20 mins) discussing their Nordic research. Participation is not limited to
those working within departments of Scandinavian Studies, and proposals covering Nordic research
in all areas of the humanities and social sciences are welcome.
Following the outcome of the Scottish independence referendum, and the increasing
focus in Scotland on its Nordic neighbours, the conference theme will be to address the
pertinent and ever-present question of ‘What happens next?’. The organising committee
therefore particularly welcome proposals in light of this. Naturally, proposals outwith this
theme but within the remit of the Nordic Research Network are also encouraged and will
receive due consideration.
Proposals may wish to address, but must by no means be limited to:
•
•

The aftermath of ‘landmark’ historical events;
The addressing, or not addressing, of the question ‘What happens next?’ in
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•
•
•

literature in the form of sequels, parody, and pastiche;
Developments in the world of art and music;
Philological developments and their impact;
The effect of uncertainty regarding the future – in particular reflections on new
and changing roles in academia, research, and publishing.

In addition to conventional conference papers, the organisers are happy to
consider alternative and interactive presentation formats beyond the traditional
conference paper presentation. Examples include presentations given in Pecha
Kucha format, video, group panel discussion, roundtable, etc. Those wishing to submit a
proposal for a presentation in an alternative format are encouraged to contact the
organising committee prior to final submission. All presentations will be followed by
discussion and feedback in a supportive atmosphere.
If you wish to present at this conference, please send a title, abstract (≤200 words) and
a short biographical note including your institutional affiliation (≤50 words)
to submissions@nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk by 17 November 2014. The organising
committee will review all submissions, and you will be notified of the outcome shortly
thereafter.
Laura Chapot • Chris Cooijmans • Ryan Foster • Ian Giles • Barbara Tesio
Nordic Research Network 2015 Organising Committee

Contact details

Email for Submissions: submissions@nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk
Email: nrn2015@nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk
Web: www.nordicresearchnetwork.co.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/NordicResearchNetwork
Twitter: @NRNConference

Literary event
In connection to NRN 2015, an event entitled ‘Translating the Peripheries:
Norwegian Literature for Children and Young People’ will be held on Friday 20
February. The event will feature two Norwegian authors, Maria Parr and Harald
Rosenløw Eeg, discussing their own work and themes surrounding the issues faced
when translating lesser-used languages. Further details will follow at a later date.
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